
Good Native Plants to Bind Soil 

 

Extracted from longer descriptions in the Wa. State University publication: Grow Your 

Own Native Landscape, Michael Leigh, Wa. State U. Extension,  Misc0273.  

 

Wetland indicators and associates added from A Field Guide to the Common Wetland 

Plants of Western Washington & Northwestern Oregon, ed. By Sarah Spear Cooke, 

published by Seattle Audubon. 

 

Acer circinatum, vine maple, grows up to 25 ft.  FAC-.  Often associated with 

Polystichum munitum and Rubus ursinus. 

 

Acer macrophllum, Big Leaf Maple, 40-100 ft.  Also erosion resistant. FACU. Often 

assoiciates include Polypodium glycyrrhiza, Polystichum munitum, Holodiscus discolor, 

Pseudotsuga menziesii. 

 

Abies grandis, Grand fir – deep, wide roots mean it is wind firm, but it grows 100-250 ft. 

tall 

 

Alnus rubra, red alder, grows 30-120 ft. tall, stabilized disturbed soils and is a nitrogen 

fixer.  FAC.  Associates include Rubus spectabilis, Athyrium filix-femina, Lysichiton 

americanum.  It is shade intolerant. 

 

Amelanchier alnifolia, Serviceberry. Grows 10-12 ft. tall.  Can form soil-holding 

thickets. Also has showy (but stinky) flowers and fruit valued by wildlife. Open, wooded 

sites.  FACU. Often associated with Alnus rubra. 

 

Crataegus suksdorfii, Black hawthorn. Grows 20-30 ft. tall. Stabilizes soil and well-

suited to disturbed sites.  Makes thickets. Hummingbirds like flowers, and it is good 

cover and nesting for birds. Fruits eaten by birds and small mammals. FAC. Common in 

wet grazed pastures && along roadsides with Rosa spp. 

 

Fraxinus latifolia, Oregon ash.  Grows 40-80 ft. tall.  Flood tolerant. Provides food and 

cover for wildlife. FACW 

 

Malus fusca, Pacific crabapple. Up to 40’ tall.  Is tolerant of saturated soils. Food, shelter 

for wildlife.  FACW 

 

Picea sitchensis, Sitka spruce.  Tolerant of saturated soils and flooding. Dense root mass 

resists washout and erosion in riparian settings.  Roosting, nesting, winter cover for birds; 

& food.  However, subject to blow down in high water table areas due to shallow rooting.  

FAC. 

 

Rhamnus purshiana, cascara.  Up to 35 ft. tall.  Moist, well drained soils preferring 

south slopes with conifers.  Good soil-binding qualities   Food and cover. FAC-. 



Common associates include Alnus rubra, , Acer circinatum, &/or found in mixed woods 

with conifers.. 

 

Cornus stolonifera var sericea.  Up to 15 feet. Excellent soil binding qualities; wildlife 

cover and food. FACW.  Often associates with Populus balsamifera & Alnus rubra., and 

oftnen found in scrub-shrub wetlands. 

 

 Holodiscus discolor, oceanspray.  Up to 15 ft tall.  Well-drained to dry sites in full sun 

to partial shade. Good soil-binding qualities.  Very drought tolerant.  Cover, nectar, seeds 

eaten by birds.  

 

Lonicera involucrate, black twinberry.  2-7 ft.  Good soil binding qualities. Nectar and 

berries feed wildlife. FAC+ 

 

Physocarpus capitatus, Pacific ninebark.  6-13 ft, tall,  Excellent soil binding qualities. 

Cover, nesting sites, food for wildlife. FACW-.  Often associates with Rubus spectabilis 

& Cornus sericera 

 

Rubus parviflorus, thimbleberry.  2-10 feet.  Open areas. Spreads by vigorous 

underground stem system and is an excellent choice for steep slopes. Cover, food, nectar.  

FAC-.  Often associated with Alnus rubra & Sambucus racemosa. 

 

Rubus spectabilis, salmonberry. 3-10 ft.  Good soil binding qualities, well-adapted to 

eroded or disturbed sites.  Food, nectar, fruit. FAC+.  

 

Sambucus cerulean, blue elderberry.  Up to 20 ft. tall. Good soil binder. Browsed; 

nectar; berries.  

 

Sambucus racemosa, red elderberry. Up to 20 ft. tall. Good soil binder and same wildlife 

benefits as blue elderberry. FACU 

 

Symphoricarpos albus, common snowberry.  2-6 ft.  Excellent soil- binder. Forms 

thickets.   

 

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi, Kinikinnick.  Well drained soils; full sun to partial shade.  

Widespread rooting stems make it especially useful for stabilizing steep banks.   

 

Rubus ursinus, wild blackberry.  Will grow on dryer, disturbed sites and spreads quickly, 

making it a highly effective erosion control species.  FACU 

 

Sedge family.  Excellent for soil binding and erosion resistance. Wet and dry land species 

 

Rush family.  Excellent soil binding and erosion resistance.  Wetlands, standing water.  

 

Scirpus acutus, hard stemmed bulrush.  Periodically or permanently flooded marshes.  

Excellent soil binding qualities.  



 

Scirpus microcarpus, small fruited bulrush.  Good soil binding qualities. Creeping 

rhizomes spread and multiply rapidly.  Wetlands, ditches, wet clearings.  

 

 

FACW   Facultative wet wetland species 

FAC  Facultative wetland species 

FACU  Faculative upland species 

 

+ if leans toward wetter habitat; - if leans toward dryer wetland habitat. 

 

Indicators are only for wetland species.  Assume those without an indicator status are 

upland species. 

 

Source:  Jan Johnson  November  2013 


