
November 23, 2013 
 
Source: Jan Johnson, regarding the Sedge and Rush plants positioned by the seep on the western 
side of the park loop trail in Oct-Nov j2013. 
 

 Madrone habitat needs, 

 Sedges in Juanita Heights 

 Rushes in Juanita Heights 
 
WSU book states that Madrone needs dry, well-drained soils and prefers full sun, so that may be why 
we do not see small ones in the grove (not sunny anymore).  It also says few understory plants 
survive beneath them except for salal, Oregon-grape, and snowberry. 
 

Re: propagation and salvaging, the transplant difficulty is due to early 
deep taproots.  It suggests planting out as soon as they are two feet 
tall.  To grow from seed, collect fruit October to December, remove 
pulp, and sow each seed into its own small container.  If not planted 
in the fall, they need 1-2 months of cold stratification to break seed 
dormancy.  You keep transferring seedlings into larger containers 
until the magic two feet is attained, then plant out.   Madrones can 
also be grown from hardwood cuttings or layered, and seedlings 
under 6 inches can be salvaged but planted into deep containers and 
not planted out until two feet tall.  So, if you have dry, rocky, sunny 
hillsides to put madrones on, it sounds like we could try some 

propagation from the seeds.  
 

I also looked up sedges and rushes that you had: your taper tip is a rush that 
likes wet ditches, lake margins, wet meadows and open emergent systems 
that are wet throughout the year and associates include American brooklime, 
water starwort, toad rush, soft rush and any sedges that like similar habitat. 
Juncus acuminatus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Your Slender Rush, Juncus tenua, likes freshwater with saturated 
soil in winter and dry in summer and is found in disturbed areas with 
seeps and springs, shaded roads, etc.  It is FACW-. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Your Dewey's Sedge, Carex 
deweyana,  is FAC+ and mostly 
found in upland habitats such as 
hummocks along streambanks, & 
in moist woodlands or forest 
openings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I don't remember how we placed exactly; you may find you need to rearrange and put the FACW- 
slender rush above the seep, and the Dewey's further up the slope while leaving the taper tip in the 
seep itself next summer. 
 
 

You might want to consider 
adding manna grass to your next 
year's list.  Weak mannagrass, 
Torreyochlea pauciflora, is an 
OBL that likes shady forested 
sites and Glyceria grandis, reed 
manna grass & also 
OBL, tolerates drier, shady 
habitats.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(National Wetland Indicator Status = FACW)  

http://plants.usda.gov/wetinfo.html 

 http://plants.usda.gov/core/wetlandSearch 
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